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TAKING THE FIRST FENCE in the firsi lap of the

Midland Distriet 1 x 24 Miles Relay. G. White

(Clydesdale H.) on front, extreme left, was leader at
end of circuil,
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4 THE SCOTS ATHLETE

Andy F y of Vietorla Park, who
clocked fastest time, Is In a speclal
category, having proved himself, up i’
now, perhaps the best performer of the
winter season, and certainly one of the
most promising distsiince runners re-
vealed In Seotland for some time,

West Kilbride's First District Honour

In the South-Western relay, the
recently-formed West Kilbride were
also involved In a *dust-up' with
Auchmountain, whom they Jjust man-
anged (o beat by the narrow margln of
15 yards, with Greenock Wellpark o
similar distance behind In third place.
Few will grudge the enthuslastic West
Kilbride men this success, and It may
Inspire them to further notable per-
formances.

The pick of the Individual perform-
ances resulted, as expected, In Prank
Sinclalr, of Wellpark, and James Reid,
of West Kilbride, in, respectively, first
and second places,

The District Championships

The pext blg evenls in the cross-
conntry calendar are the respective
Distriet Junlor Champlonships, the dis-
tricts belng, respectively, Eastern, Mid- .
land, and South-Western.

For the benefit of the uninltiated, It
may be painted out that the term
* Junlor " refers to statos and carries
no  age-limit. Cross-country runners
who have represented thelr Country
are Inellgihle, as are counting members
of first and second teams in the
Nntlonal Chinmplonships, as well as the
first three Individuals. The previous
Imlividoal winner of a Junfor Cham-
pionship and members of winning
Junior team are also Ineligible to com-
pete In & forther Junlor Champlonship,

These tests. as well as the COlob
Champlonships which are scheduled
round about the same period, may
throw some light on form and prospects
for the National Champlonship some
weeks later as, up till now, form has
had to be judged from the shorter-
distance races, and may be sald to be
potentinl rather than actual.

It Is now possible to discuss prospoects
in these district echamplonships.

Eastern Distriet Junior Championship

This race takes place on Februory
1st, 1M7. What of the Individun!
prospects? I woonld not enre to iln-
polnt the winner, but suggest a short

leet, consisting of W. obertson
(Hawkhlll), J. Smiurt (Fdin. Southern)
and C. Robertson and P. Donnachie
{(Dundee Thistle). Had he retained
last year's form, Charlie MePherson,
u?fm tbonmen. would have been hard to

For team lonours, | have a sneaking
fancy for the all-round strength of
Iundee Thistle to beat thelr Dundee
rivals, Hawkhill. but the latter, with
the benefits of the coachlng of the
Smith Brothers, are not to be lightly
dismissed, while Edinburgh Southern
are gaining strength and ought to e
in the ruaning.

Midland District Junior Championships

Scheduled for January 25th, a week
earlier than the other disirict races.
Thiz shiould also prove a splendid race.

Fuor the Individoal title, T confident!y
thl.i:‘vl! A. Forbes, of Victorln Park, to

Forbes Clearing Obstacles

‘Towarids the end of the track season
Forbes proved himself perhaps the best
distance runner on the track, but there
were gome who were doubtful If he
would show similar form over rond and
country.  Sobsequently Forbez hae
shown equally convinelng form over
rond and short country tralls, and this
seven miles' test, on January 25th, may
solve the finnl problem of whether he
ean get the distance. Should he do o,
he should not only go on and earn
selection for the International team for
Parls, but should go on the short leet
for the winning of the Individual title
in the Natlonal Champlonships.

The only polnt that may mitigate
agalnst his champlonshlp chances s
that of slight staleness setting In,
Forbes, as nochor man of Victorla
Park's |mproviong team, has done a
power of racing for his club, and I
know, from personal experlence, how
eagy It is to go stale In similar clreum-
stances.  But perhaps Forbes,  and
Coach Munro, have the answer to any
danger of that possibility.

Among other promising contenders
for the Midland title may be Jim Clark
and It Mathleson (Maryhill), George
Cralg and Ben Oairns (Shettleston), G.
Lamont (Vietoria Park), D, MeFarlnnge
(Glasgow Y.M.C.A.), and A. Warton
(Gurscuba).

Not far behind these men, and lable
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to ‘spring a surprise, are novices D.
White (Clydesdale), Christle (Bella-
houston), and strongly bollt W. Mebil-
lan (Springburn), plus Jas. Bissell
(Maryhill)—a much Improved runper,

Of the afore-mentioned runners, Jim
Clark hns been nursing n leg Injory
and, fearing o recurrence, has lost some
of his confidence. Dot If this lad gets
inte his stride agaln he will make any
one hop to beat him. D, McFarlane,
of Glasgow Y.M.C.A., rescrve in last
season's International team, 18 keen to
Improve on that performance, and his
recent fastest lap In the Y.M.OA, relay
ghows him to be running as well as
EVET.

Lamont, of Victoria Purk, Is the
enigma of this race.  Holder of the
Seottish Command cross-country cham-
plonghip last year, In which he beat
international runner MeAlllster, of
Shettleston, he Is one of Scotinnd's
fnstest milerg, but his form |s as varl-
able as o weather barometer, I belleve
that lack of training focllitles, dve to
his employment, is the chief factor In
his topsy-turvy form.

George Cralg, of Shettleston, son of
an ex-crogs-country champlon and in-
ternationalist, and brother of Archie
Cralg, also an ex-lnternationalist, s
now beginning to show some form at
the right time, and may be Forbes'
chief rival for the Individual title.
Twice winner of the Natlonal Youths'
Championship, and also of the Noviee
Champlonghip, his promising career
was interrupted through the war, but
he may now fulfil his early promise—
and a trip to Paris iz well within his
capabllitics,

For team honours In this race, Vie-
toria Park, Maryhill, and Shettleston
should provide the winner, with a
slight preference for the chances of the
first two. Ballnhonston's best runners
are nearly all senlors, and 1 doubt if
they have the all-round strepgth to win
a race of this nature n o lesser
degree this may also apply to Shettles-
ton.

In this Victoria Park-Mnryhill duel,
the former have, perhaps, classier Indi-
viduals, but Maryhill have all-round
reserve strength, and with conditions
of 12 to run and six to count in the
points' reckoning, Victorln Park cannot
afford to carry n pussenger to win.
Victoria Park ean count on men such
as Forbes, Lamont, McFurinne, Adnmn,

Ritchie and Cunningham, while Mary:
hill have Clark, Mathleson, Hoskins.
Blasell, Scholes, Wilkle, Coogan, ana
Glendinning to uphold the tradition of
thair club,

South-Western Frospects

In the South-Western District Junlor
Champlonship, James Reld, late of
Belth Harrlers and now of the recently
formed West Kllbride A.C., looks a cor-
tninty for the Individual title, as Frank
Sinclalr. the splendld Greenock Well-
park runner, {5 a senlor and Ineligible
to compete. Prior to the war Held was
showing fine promise, amd now, with
greater strength, s rapldly coming to
the forefront. In only mentioning Reid
I may he dolog an Injustice to some
dark-horse, possibly from the Greenock
teams, but one cannot entirely Ignore
known form.

The team event may be a close aflalr,
West EKllbride will be allout for o
further success for an Ayrshire feam,
but 1 rather fancy the all-roond
gtrength of the Greenock clubs for an
event of this nature, with a slight pre-
fEII.'t"Il(‘.E for the chances of Auchmoun-
tain.

Youths' Champlonship Rehearsal

The Youths" race, over 2§ miles, con-
fined to Midland clubs, which takes
place on the same day as the Midland
T milea Junlor Champlonship, may be o
dress  rehearsal for the  Natlonal
Youths' Champlonship on March 1, as
the fleld ks lkely to loclude R. Smith
(Garscube) and W. Young (Vie. Park),
who are reckoned to he among the
classiest contenders for this  title,
Young, highly thought of, will require
to he good to hold Smith, who ran into
n clnssy 4th place against senior run-
ners In the recent National Noviee
Champlonship. -

International Prospects—Quest
for Speed

With the International in FParls
drawing ever nearer, many competent
critics, anxious to see Scotland put up
a show In' this event, have stressed,
from time to time, the need for speed-
work and eollective tralning, especinlly
in view of the fast, light courses usu-
ally usl for this evenl.  Speed
merchants of the type of  Forbes,
Lamont nnd Sinclair, If able to com-
bine staminn with  thelr undoubted
specd, nlght form a spear-head nlong
with some of the experienced stayers,
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to, at least, improve materially on last
year's ignominions display at Ayr. So
far, any scheme 18 merely tentative,
bot time {8 fleeting, and if anything 13
to be done—It must be done [mmedi-
ately, The poollng of all resources,
collective and personal, can never bring
anything but’ gain, and, at least,
demonstrates purpose,

Pujazon and the Continentals

The form of the French and Belginn
teams, coupled with the exceptional
apedd of the individual star, Pojazon,
hns brought this question of speed into
hold relief, as, apparently, the Conti-
nentals train specifically for speed.

Ponjazon proved durlng the summer
soqgon that he Is an exeeptional 8-miler
by his displaye agninst Wooderson in
the Great Beitain v. France match, and
again In the epie 5000 metres event In
Ogli, Then, alse in Oslo, he won the
Enropenn steeplechasse champlonship.

I'ut in nssessing the. speed of the
Freneh star, we must consider his
amuzing performance In the France v,
Finland mateh at Colombo Btadiam, in
the 10500 metres ovent, which g not
vongldersd his speciallty. Here, ha
clocked 3 min. 53.3 sec., only half a
second hehind  Siltaloppi, of Finland,
and a mere 6 sec, behind Lovelock's
previous world record made In Berlin,
in 186345,

Can Pujaron Avold Sialenesa?

The fnet that many of our noted
stayers are considered to Induolge In too
much racing, In both summer and win-
ter seasons, lends one to ask whether
the wonderfully versatlle Pujazon can
successfully defend his International
cross-country individual title In March
after huving Indulged In such a hectie
programme of international racing dur-
ing the sommer.

Waoderson Over Couniry

That Wooderson can  travel over
country when he likes, Is revealed hy
his recent breaking of 8 course record.
He may, or may not, indulge in any
serlons  racing over ocountry, bot it
might be interesting to watch develop-
ments,

Sunshine and Records for Wint

We who are enduring the ley hand
of winter must envy Wint and Company
taking part In the Central American
Games at Barranqguilla (Colombin).
Incidentally, Wint won the 400 metres

in record times for these Games, clock-
ing 48.6 sec. in his heat, and 48 sec. In
the final.

Jamalea, Including Wint and McEen-
ley in thelr team, also won the 4 x 400
metres relay In 3 min, 18 sec., also a
new record for these Games,

Good News of Archer

The news that Johm Archer, of
Notts, European 100 metres champion,
15 making n good recovery from his
recent broken leg and may run next
summer 18 pleasing to all sportsmen.
Maurice Bingham, of Finchley, who
broke his leg in a climbing aceldent in
1942, made a great come-back from his
injury and 18 now reckoned to be run-
ning as well a8 ever. Archer may inke
Ingpiration from hiz example. The
latter’s accident was sustalned in a
rughy match, amd, mention of that
gnme brings to mind that many noted
gprinters are keen on this code. Ex-
British and BEmpire champlon, . H.
Holmes, who recently announced his
retirement from running, 8 playlog so
well that he has been snggested Az o
probable for an England team, while
“Copey” Murdoch, a noted member of
Bellnhouston's pre-war relay team, s
still hitting the high spofs with Hill-
head F.P.s

Loughborough in the News

The position of AAA. professional
conch has been offered to Major G. H,
G. Dyson, at present on the stafl of
Loughborough College. He 18 the
former Essex horedler and  record-
holder, and has a special knowledge of
field events and would eco-operate with
AAA,  honorary  conches Major
Dyson will be chief coach nt the sum-
mer school nt Loughborongh College in
August,

AAA. Marathon Venue

The Leughborough district in Lelces-
terghire I8 preferred to the congested
London area, for the A.AA. marathon
course next year.  Splendid facilities
are availahle there, anid the propossd
dnte has been changed to Avgust Z3red.

Swimmers, Too!

For swimmers, o tralning conrse, to
lagt two weeks, will be held at Lough-
borough College. This college will be
reservedd for a week prior to both Euro-
pean Games and Olyvmpics, and will be
the hendqoarters of the British team
before they move off to thele permanent
swimming quarters.
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Seottish Record Passed

Alnon Paterson's High Jump record
of 6 ft. 6} in., made at Rangers
Sports, In August, has now been offici-
ally passed by the S.AAA, who, In
addition, have also decided to present
him with a plagque; in recognition of
his great feat In winning four cham-
plunships — Secottigh (Henlor  amd
Youth's) und British (Senfor and
Youth's).

Paterson, now awalting his call-up,
will, no doubt, be gradually building
himself to guin that bt extra strength
which would assist him for next sea-
son's events: For example, Tester
Steers, who hold's the world's high
Jomp record of 6 ft. 11 in., stood 6 ft.
0 In., and welghed 198 1b, (14 st. 2 1b.)
Paterson, young, tall, and slimly bullt,
requires  strength  as  well as  ever-
improving technique for 1848 Olymplies.

Festive Races Hevive Memaries

The Christmas and New Year
povelty races, in which each member
glves a prize and tnkes away a prize,
rovive memorles of some of the features
of crosg-country running which tend to
be dying-out. The craze for speed,
plus an already overbunlened racing
programme, has infected even this
purest form of sport, with the result
that the hares-and-hounds pursult
matches with the latter following the
devious tralls laid by the former, and
the cyelists versus harriers packs are
being elbowed out of the fixture list
Cross-country running, as well as bolng
an exhilarating and vigorous sport, is
algo a pleasant recreationnl pastime
embodying good fellowship amidst sur-
roundings of sky and green pasture—a
tonic to mind and eye.

The division of packs Into slow,
medium and fast cater for all tastes,
In addition to these standard packs
some clubs peed to feature n special
“puslness man's' pack for runoers
whose sole ohject was an sasy trol over
gelected country tralls for health and
recreational rensons alone. It Is to the
good of the sport to have these fea-
tures malntained.

RACE FIXTURES

Jan.
] = x
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Portobella

CRp .
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ANDREW FORBES (Victoria Park A.A:C.)

Since recovering from a leg Injury
sustalned at the beginning of the last
track season, Andrew Forbes, of Vie-
torin Park, has proved himself one of
our most versatile rooners.

He has returned consistently good
times on Track, Hoad and Country,
and in the last six months has put up
the fastest time In the Glasgow Trans-
port two-mile track race, the Dundee
“ Kingsway " Road relay, and the Mid-
land District cross-country relay.

-Always a styllsh runner, with a
smooth even action which s a pleasure
to watch,  Forbes developed strength
and stamina doring the war years,
when he served with the R.A.

Both attributes—strength and  sta-
ming—were tested In the B.ALOR. 1500
metres title contest. On that occaslon,
with the other competitors, Andrew had
to battle agninst an October gale, and,
by fine running and good Judgment,
won the event in 4 min. 10 sec.

A pon-countlng member of the win-
ning Victoria Park (1839) Midland
team, Andrew must be regarded as a
hot favourite for this year's individual
title, A sound jmige of pace and tactics,
he has, I think, the experience to
declde the race In his favour.

Furthermore, If he can maintain his
pregent form he will be a valoable asset
to Seotlnnd's International team, at
Paris, In March.
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MORPETH RACE RESULT

Holden |Wins Road Race Duel
With Farrell

As we go to press, the famous Mor-
peth to Newenastle road race has been
run. The race, which was orgnnlsed
by Newcastle Harrlers, Is held annoally
on New Yenr's Day, bot was withheld
during the war years.

Readers will be anxious to know how
the race went, slnce it brought together
for the first time In a race of Its kind,
three of Britaln's Olymple marathon
potentiuls, numely, Jack Holden, Tipton
Harrlers; John Emmet Farrell, Mary-
hill Harrlers; and Harry Howard,
Shettleston Harriers.

The elash of those two great person-
alities, Jack Holden, 30-miles world's
record holder, four times internationsl
cross-country champlon, and acknow-
ledged to be one of the greatest distance
runners ever, and J. E. Farrell, the only
person ever to have won the Scottish 5,
@, and 10 miles’ champlonships {(a
unigie record especinlly when one oon-
giders they were all won In the sams
season—1040) and Perth-to-Dundec (22
miles) record holder, aroused the Tyne-
slde people, and thousands cheered the
02 runneérs ¢n ronle.

On the same evening as the race, o
good report of the event appeared in
“The Newceastle Evening Chronlele,”
mast of which we reproduce here, pre-
senting a clenr picture of the race,

It should be recorded that the win-
ner, Jack Holden, was 1 min. 8 4-5th
poc, ontslde the record made hy G.
Craven (Gateshead H.), In 1530,

The heading to *The Newcastle
Evening Chronlele' article was the
same as the sub-heading above, and
read as follows :—

The pace at the start was a cracker
one, Tor just past the golf course at the
top of the bank coming out of Morpeth
the feld was already strung out with
Holden five yards In the lead. After a
mile Holden, Farrell and Howard were

together, and there wns oo change
after 33 miles

Jost over g4 third of the course had
been covered at the first check point at
Stannington where Holden and Farrell
lead Howard by six yards. The time
of Holden and Farrell (23 min, 33 gec.)
wn# 48 seconds outglde the record.

Outside Record

At the foot of Blagdon Bank Howard
fell behind, and at Blagdon check point
Holden led Farrell by two yards, with
Hownrd 300 yards behind. Holden did
not look like breaking the record at this
polnt, as he was 03 sees.  outside
Craven's time, set up In 1939,

Seaton Burn saw Farrell take the
lead for the first time, heading Holden
by two yards in the time of 44.31—well
outside the record.

A great tussle developed with Holden
once more In the lead over Farrell at
Gosforth Park by three yards, and
Howard, the nearest, more than half-u-
mile away, Holden's time at this point
was 0352,

Farrell took the lead just befope
the Rugby ground was reached, where
he wag three yards ahead, but coming
into Brandling West Park, Holden was
ahead by 200 yards in 1 hr. 18 min, 52
sec, {over 1 min. outside the record).

After the race it was fonnd that
Holden had ran almost half the dist-
ance with a septle heel, and his per-
formance in the clrenmstances was a
glorious one,

Individual Placings

1==J. T. Holden (Tipton Harrlers).
2=J. E. Farrell (Maryhlll Haorrlers).
3=R. 5. Walker (Haltwell Harriers).
4B, L. Holmaley (Gosforth).

F—R. 0. Fall (Goafarth).

f—H. C. Wright (Baltwell Harrlers).

7. W. M. MoKinley (Bellahouston); 8, G.
Forteous (Maryhill); 0, W. Harding (Heaton):
10, J. M. Lindsay (Ballahouston); 11, J. N.
Thompeon (Neweasile): 12, T. Bdobba, senr.
(Beawell); 13, J. Martln (Maryhlll).

Maryhill are to be congratulated on
once ngnln winning the team race,
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- BY THE WAY

There were over 180 persons
present at Bellahouston Har-
rlers' Jubllee Dinner, at Cran-
ston's Restaurant, Glasgow, on
Friday, 20th December, 1946, at
which the Editor was a guest.
Mr. J. R. McDiarmid was in the
Chair, and conspicuous among
the many prominent sporting
personalities present were Mr.
Struth and Mr., Bowie, Rangers
F.C.: Mr. D. Turner, Partick
Thistle F.C., Mr. J. Gardiner,
Queen's Park F.C.; and Mr. W.
8. Unkles, Third Lanark F.C,, a
very distinguished runner in his
youth. Of the running frater-
nity and past champions that
were present it would be difficult
to single out one with greater
records or personality than an-
other. But it was very pleasing
to see in attendance one of the
greatest Scottish runners of all
time, Jack Paterson, looking the
picture of health and fitness,
Can anyone claim to have a
better record than Jack? He
was Scottish { mile, 1 mile, and
10 mile champion in 1900, and
for three years previous was 4
miles champion.

Uddingston Welfare A.A.C.
received a welcome visit recently
from Major Hamish Mumme,

whose name will be familiar to

many West of Scotland athletes,
He is at present on leave from
India, where he has been on ser-
vice with the Ghurka Rifles, and
is looking fit and well and hop-
ing to be demobbed in time to
participate this track season.
Many will remember his front-
rank performances in sprints
prior to the outbreak of war, and
his track appearances would he
sure to give spectators thrills.

Jock Reid of
Birchfieh! Harriers
is determined to be
known in his own
right, rather than
as a brother of
Bobby Reid, the
famous Scottish in-
ternationalist. Last
year he finished
12th individoal in
the English cross-
country Youtha'
Championship at
Leamington, and
had the honour of
leading home the
Birchfield team.

Stll a vyouth,
* Jock " means to be farther up this year,
and no doubt he will as he trains under
the eve of ' Bobby,” who incidentally,
may not run in the Scottish Champion-
ships, in favour of having a tilt at the
English title.

Best of luck to both, particularly from
all the old Ayrshire friends.

L L] L

It is common knowledge that
J. E. Farrell was hoth a well-
known swimmer and wrestler
before he took up running.
There are many noted runners
who were originally attached to
other sports, which leads one to
believe that running is a eapti-
vating sport inducing a lasting
interest.

L E -

International Champion, Jim
Flockhart, was formerly a
cyclist, and J. Suttie Smith, of
Dundee, our 10 mile record
holder, was a noted physical
culturist and swimmer before
coming to the forefront of the
running game. It has been
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averred that had Internationalist
Bobby Reld shown desire. for
top-class football instead of run-
ning, he would have become
Scotland's international right
back.

L] L] ]

Chef d'Hotel, to the average
person, might imply someone's
profession, but it actually signi-
fies the name of a runner of in-
ternational repute who is the
French 800 metres champion.
Chef d'"Hotel was acclaimed first
by the French sports public as a
great racing cyelist.  Britain's
great half-miler and Olympic
potential, Tom White, was also
a known cyclist before we heard
of his great running feats in the
Middle East.

L] - -

Boxing, too, has given way to
the romance of running. Jack
Lovelock, 1936 Olymple 1500
metres champion, is reputed to
have been able to apply himself
very usefully at the “noble art.”

* * *

On the contrary, according to
some people, If the late Benny
Lynch had interested himself in
running he would have been a
world-beating runner instead of
a world's champion boxer. He
was very happy “on the road."

* L *

Our own Alec Kidd, home on
leave and expecting demob in a
few weeks' time, was converted
to running because of his enthu-
slasm for boxing. He wanted to
put in extra training nights for
the Amateur Boxing Champion-
ships and so he started training
with the Garscube lads from
Westerton in his desire to build

up his stamina. He enjoyed the
runs and was tempted out in a
G miles cross-country handicap.
His first race was a revelation
—finished second off the novice
mark from a fairly large entry.
From that date, as far as Alec
was concerned, running was
“leading in points™ before hé
actually gave boxing “the knock
out." In the 5.C.C.A. test at
Motherwell, in 1945, Alec was a
good third to J. B. Farrell and
Harry Howard. At 22 years of
age, Alee will add keenness and
colour to Scottish athletics.

- L ] -

And who would imagine that
Alec Hay, joint champion with
brother Albert, of Garscube, and
runner-up this year in Scottish
J-miles track championship,
with his very heavy stride and
almost cumbersome style, is a
very beautiful and graceful
Highland dancer and has many
classes in and around Inver-
ness? “Sandy" is training to
defend his title again this year
and, no doubt, will have a bid
for International honours, which
he narrowly failed to achieve
last year.

* * *

There may be a coal crisis but
Shotts miners can certainly
“ pull their weight.” Last year
their Welfare A.A.C. team com-
peted in 11 Tug-of-War contests
and won 10, including one cham-
pionship (104 stones).

L L -

Airdrie Harriers expect to
figure even more prominently on
the track this coming season.
Alrdrie have their own running
track at Searhill Park, and have
now completed their plans for
the erection of a brick pavilion
with modern equipment.
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BROKEN TIME PAYMENT

The article in last month's lssue of
the “ Scots Athlete ™ on the queation of
* hroken-time ™ payments, by our con-
tributor, James L. Logan, under the

' heading * To Pay or Not to Pay,"" has
arcused considerable comment.

Prominent officlals and athletes have
expressed thelr desire to state their
various approaches to the subject. This
free discussion shiould be beneflelal to
our legislators.

A few people. so prejudiced In thelr
opposition to payments, are nol kKeen
on digcusslon on the matter. This 1s »
glgn of weakness ranther than strength.
Open discusslon nnd free expression s
the basls of progress., Foll consldera-
tlon of the polnts for and agalnst, now,
will mean that our delegates to the
LA.AF. will be speaking for the con-
gldered oplnlon of the whole Amateor
Athletle movement.

It mmst be remembered that this is
an Internatlonal problem more than a
domestic  one. The advocacy of
“ broken-time * payments In  Great
Britaln would probably not have
galned any great significance but for it
belng thrust from outside.

The question must be faced In full
light of the approach of other countries.

Bearing these polnts In mind, let's
hear from you!

The followlng wery neat reference
appeared in the popular weekly feature
“Games and Players,” In “ The Glas-
gow Herald,” on 2Znd October, 140 :—

“When Mr. Lindmanon, of Sweden,
defled the amateur athletic laws at
Oglo, In Augost, and announced that his
associntion wonld make payments for

‘broken time," he brooght to the boil
once agaln a controversy which has
slmmered for years. According o
amatenr laws, anyone who accepis
money for competing I8 a professional.
The advocates of “broken time' pay-
ments would like (without damage to
amatenr status of competitors) (o re-
funid wages lost while competing. Quite
naturally the Swedes feel strongly oo
these questions, for they have recently
lost the services of thelr most famous
runners, Haegg and Andersson, both
disqualified for accepting money pay-
ments, Yet a slmple solotlon 1s not
easy to find.

The distinction between amuteorism
and professionalism In athletics has
always been a practical one. Amateur-
jsm has masked much hypocrisy and
some dishonesty : but on the whole It
has worked better than professional-
ism. For it must be emphasiszed that
professlonallsm has been tried, and
some would say * convicted,' for at least
n century., It ls possible that some
intermediate status conld osefolly be
established, but the difficultles are
many. The only successful instances
of * pald amatearism " (o come readily
to mind are the Australlan ericket
touring teams; and they have quite
different conditions from those facing
an athletica team. If the reformers
will come down to detafl and produce o
scheme they will bring the discussion
from the helghts of ethics, where It has
no business, to the level of practice.
Thelr scheme must answer the questlons
—'How? ‘How much? and ‘How
often? It must not abandon control
or the way is open fo plain prefession-
.u.mtu-

e KT

OPPORTUNITIES
YOUNG PEOPLE

Appeal of the Home Civil Service

Secure Employment: Progressive Salaries :
Short Working Hours: Long Holidays:
Liberal Pension on Refiral from Service.

OPEN COMPETITIONS NOW RESUMED

THOUSANDS OF POSTS TO BE FILLED

Boys and Girls aged I5 and over

should start SPECIALISED Training
at

SKERRY’S COLLEGE

I3 BATH STREET, GLASGOW

TELEPHONE : . - DOUGLAS 1251
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Editor’s Chat

Our first expressions of 1047 are
those of appreciation of all the well-
wishing letters and greetifig cards we
ricelved around Christmas-time. The
warm and friendly spirit shown glves
us great encouragement lo our crusade
to popularise athledles,

May we, In turn, send
grevtings to all our Seottish renders, o
our * brithers ' o'er the Rorder, to our
Ameriean associates, and to sportsmen
everywhere,

Included o our very nice Christinas
madl was a letter from Jolnt-champlon
of Gurscube, Albert Fay, now resldent
in Canudn. He would like to be re-
miembered by all his old friends and
race-rivals.  Albert has been competing
qulte successfully In Canada, but we
say no more, since we Intend reprodoc-
Ing part of his most interesting letter
next month,

Just heard from: David Livingstone.
enthoslastle secrotary of  Springburn
Harriers, that his club are preparing
for Jubilee celebrations sometime In
Murch. Hoping to have their club-his-
tory published, too !

What a fervour there must have been
in Scottish athletics 50 vears ago, when
we think of all the Jubllee festivals
held recently and coming off In the pear
future.

We have Hamilton Harrlers' history
by us, for printing next month, Who
is preparing your cluh’s history?

Provisional notlee of the A.GAL of
the Scottlsh Amateur Athletic Associa-
tion, to b held in Edinburgh, on Satur-
day, 22nd Febroary, 1947, has bheen
sent to club secrotaries by Mr. Gilbert,
Hon, See, 8.AAA 1T Pearce Avenoe,
Edinburgh 12,  Clubs omiited potice
ahonld write to Mr. Gllbert, or Ingolre
nt our offices,

This meeting should be o momentous
ong for Beottish athletics, provided not
too much time Is taken up in discossion
of paktry matters.

All eyes will be on the meetiog, and
many peopls are sormising, and hoplng,
that a grand athletlc offensive will be
Inunched In view of the 1848 Olymples.

New Year

The Associntion cun rest assured that
uny progressive proposals  will  be
aeclaimed Joyfully by Scotland’s youth.
The Interest s there—dynamic leader-
ship will reap rewnrd.

Perhaps the question of conching will
be taken up.

In the July (No. 4) “‘The Scots
Athlete,” our friend and contributor, J.
E. Farrell, put forward the sugeestion
that coaches should peol thelr Jdeas and
wxperience, which, be elalmed, would
be to the advantage of the whole sport.

This sugzestlon ought to be Imple-
mented.  The milvancement of the stan-
dard of the whole country must come
hefore the desire of Increased promin-
ence of one clob over another. Each
clob would have something to gnin.
United effort woold be n challenge,
hernlding progress, and would show to
the world our wholeheartedness  In
trying to Improve the standard of our
athletes.

We belleve that Mr, T, M. Anderson,
Princlpal. Scottish Physiotherapy Hos-
pital, has a successful conching scheme
organiged for Central Junlor Football
Leagone team tralners, and, we see no
reason why he should not be asked to
work in n similar capacity for athletics.

As renders know, Tom Anderson has
a great enthusinsm for our sport, and
has helped many of our young athletes,
Including Alan Paterson, in gaining

=
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technique, Hilg sultable fucllities, the
greant vew he makes of lijs clne-cnmern,
his knowledge of technlgue, massage,
and the workings of the body, and his
ever readiness to co-operate, presents a
great opportunlty for the formation of
a conching sehool. If nothing ls mooted
along these lines at the S.A.AA. meat-
Ing, weé are sure clubs in the Glasgow
area will band together In an effort to
wot the best ont of all oor conches
through a unlted troining scheme,
which could only spell suceess,

Incidentally, renders will be glad to
know that Mr. Anderson has written
an article for publication In * The Seots
Athlete "' pext month, which will be
maost beneflelnl to sprinters.

We regret that we have been unable
to publigh a full report of the Enstern
District Relay this month, bul we pro-
pose to glve a foll analysis of the
Eustern Lengne Races, which serles has
been  successfully  contlnuing, In  the
coming Igsne.

4

“DUNKY" WRIGHT'S FIRST
MARATHON RECALLED

Dear Sir—Please find enclosed my
subscription for your paper: T have hind
diffienlty In goetting It, and 1 want to
muke sure this tlme,

1 have been Interested in athletles
gloce 1900 and gtill ron out with the
youngsters and find it the finest sport
Iin the worlid.

Bome day, maybe, you will let me
tell the story of * Dunky " Wright's
first maruthon race. I was with him
nnd gave him his times, and, pechaps,
a llttle advice, for at that time I had
been running marathon races for almost
16 yvears. I wns also with him In his
last marnthon, when I again gave him
his times.

1 must l.'ﬂll.‘i'ltll]l'ltl! you on a floe
paper which has been necded for n
good few yoars.—Yours falthfully,

G, B, BARBER, Maryhill Harrlers.

FRIENDLY GESTURE FROM
WALTON AC

Dear Mr, Hoss,—Very many thanks
for kindly sending me coples of the
“ Beots,. Athlete,”” which contained
most enjovable reading.

I have enclosed a copy of my club's
Iatest gazetta which yon might find
Interesting. Our member, L. O, Lewis,
who s mentloned several times In the
gazette, when stationed In Scotland,
iil:lllil;l Dundes Hawkhill Harrlers 2nd
¢ :

We hope that it will be possible to
nreange elther a trock or cross-country
fixture with one of your smaller clubs
In the near fotore; It would be nice to
arrange un alternate fixture one year
in Secotlnnd and then our H.Q. the fol-
lowlng year.

Wishlng you every sucoess with the
* Beots Athlete." —Yours sincercly.
J. F. HARDING,
Hon, Secy., Walton AC.
Walton-on-Thames, Surrey,

INTERNATIONAL HONOURS

Diear Sir—May [ polat out an ‘omis-
ston which lns besn made under the
sub-hepding * Representing ~ Thelr
Country,” of the article * Ronning
Commentary,” appeariog In the Decem-
ber issne of your Magazine.

My refereénce Is to the name of
George Mackenzle, who, for so many
yeurs, carrled the eolours of the West
af Scotlnnd Harrlers with moch dis-
tinetlon.

Here Is u chronlcle of the years of
this athlete's nppearances In the Inter-
national crogs-country event: 1004,
1605, 1007, 1008, 1909, 10910, 1912, 13
and 1914,

Thus, with nine years of representn-
tive service George MacKenzle rns
himself Into third position In the st of
placings of Scottish athletes gaining
representative honours In this contest.
Moreover, It Is highly probable that,
bt for the Incidence of the war years
of 10M4-118 MacKenzle would have
had, at lenst, ng many appearanoes in
this race ng have been credited to L.
McL. Weight,

With every good wish for the sucoess
of your Mugnzine.—Yours truoly,

D, A, JAMIESOKN,
Edinburgh.



16

THE MIDLAND RELAY
By EDWIN TAYLOR (Hon. Secy.,
Midand Dist., N.C.C.U.)

The Midland Distriet of the N.ﬂ.ﬂ,l’_’.
held their 10-miles Relay Championship
— lapu of 2-} J'.'I'Il.IH H.th—f'rﬂ'm Guira-
eube Harriers' Pavilion, Weut.nm_n: on
Saturday, 7th Decomber. <Conditions
were deciledly wintry, which made
“the plough' resemble corrugated
jron, and the stubble, m_ qun'lt: »
sompaetitor, * was like an Indian fakir's
board of oails!” Twenty-one teams
wore Bent off by Starter Condiuw
Chalmers to the bang of the glru_l.wl
shouis of  encouragement  From
supporters.

George White of Clydesdale returnea
in the leall—timo 13 min, 32 sec.—
causing a mill sensation, and followed
by Willie Somorville (Motherwell Y.M.)
—time 13 min. 83 sec.; J. Christle
(Bellahouston ** C"')—13 min. 34 sec. ;
und Archle I'eters (Maryhill “A")—
13 min. 45 see.

The Phantom Pacemaker

The second lap brought a change-
over in the leading places, with Tﬂm?ﬂ_‘-
Tamh (Bellahouston ‘*A’) returning
in 13 min. 26 sec,, and J, Hoskins
(Maryhill “A") 13 min, 58 sec; ]:Inrr-.-
Howard (Shettleston ““A") 13 min. ™
and H. Cole (Vale of Leven)

nppr,
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following; thus **The Vale" proving
they have mtliﬂlrhd.il:;i:d 'I.h.::
novice status. It is here, aver,
find that Tommy Lamb had been look-
ing anxiously in this lap for* tt_u.- man
in front,” of whom he had fmhd}n
catch oven a glimpee after passing
Johnny Hoskins; and, to use hh_nwll:it
words, he had ‘ blasted after him,
hut without success. Unfortunsately,
or rathor fortunately, in the heat of
contest, Lamb's arithmetic was at
fault—he had over-counted the men he
had to catch. The polnt arises—Can
a protest be lodged against the use of
s phantom pacemaker?

In the third lap, only slight nhmu_:u
took place. Bellahouston still led, with
Q. Anderson 13 min. 54 sec., chased
home by Charlic McLennan {Elu?t-tk«
ston) 13 min. 45 see; R. Mathieson
{Marvhill) 13 min. &7 seo.; I.nvd
Victoria making their presence felt in
the person of G. M, Cunningham,
14 min.

We now had all the makings of a
first-class tussle in the fourth and last
lap, and so it proved to be. Andy
Molean (Bellnhouston) sot off with
about 80 yards from Jimmy Flockhart
{Shettleston) who had 10 yards from
Emmet Farroll (Maryhill), followed by
A. Forbes (Victorin Park) 25 yands
behind—practically a  well-framed
nandicap, as the resnlt confirmed.
Despite a typical Farrell effort (13 min.
14 sec.) to which we have becoms
socustomed, McLean finished first by
about 8 yards in 13 min. 33 sec., look
ing remarkably unworried by the
challenge on his heels. A. Forbes
roturned the excellent time of 13 min.
12 sec., to bring his club into 3rd place,
with Flockhart 4th in 13 min. 42 sec.

The foregoing has mentioned only
the leaders, but some grand running
was put in further down the llst notably
Ben Cairns (Bhettleston “B") who
brought his team from 18th to Gth
place in the second lap ; and but for the
first Iap times being missing, it would
bo confirmed that his time ranked with
the fastest. Also A. McGrogor (Bolla-
houston ““B") from 17th to Bth; and
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R. Mulgrow (Garscube) from 13th to
Tth in the second Iap: and J. C.
Morton (Bpringburn) 13 min. 38 sec.,
from 1lth to 5th in the third lap.
Worthy of note is J. Christie (Bella-
houston 0"} eredited with 13 min. 34
sec,, to finigh 3rd in the first lap in
front of his elub's “A'" team and “B"’
Loam, d

Altogether & grand afterncon's sport.
Congratulations te Bellahouston on
their success

THE SOUTH-WESTERN RELAY
By GEORGE PICKERING
(Hon, Secy., B.W. District N.C.C.U.)

The SW.D. 4 * 2§ miloea croas-
country championship was held at
Johnstone on Tth December, 1046,

Eighteon teams reprosenting eleven
olubs entered for the event. The trail
contained tosd and very flat grassland,
which was very suitabla to the spesdy
runnors.

Provost Briggs of Johnstone sei off
the runners on the first lap, and the
ond showed the three Greenock clubs
in the first three places—W. MoLean
(Glenpark) 11.89; J. Bownes (Auch-
mountain) 11.51; J. Rippingala (Well-
park) 11.53—which meant only 14
seconds separated these three teams.

The second lap showed some surpris-
ing changes. Vetersn A, K.
Mcldonald (Auvchmountain) had taken
the load with n time of 11.53, with
D. C. Wark of Kilmarnock, one of the
fancied toams, running close behind,
his time being 11.52;: T. Thompeon
{Wellpark), third, doing 12.0. Tt was
& most execiting race and there was
;nut.hnr change ot the end of the third

P

We find Kilmarnock now leading, J.
Wyllie clocking 11,44, with R. Smith
{Auchmountain) 12.10, and Glonpark
back to third place with W. Willinmaon
returning 12.9,

At the start of tho last lap thero was
great speculation as to what club would
finish victor. F, Sinclair {Wellparlk),
the most fancied runner in. the fiold,
and of whom much was oxpected, had
n bundred wards or =0 to make up.

The question was—Would he take his
team's colours to the fromt?

However, there was ono club that
nobody seemed to be watching—Waest
Kilbride—who had moved up from
seventh to  fourth place, and with
stylish J. Reid of that club having
taken over with a thirty yards' lead
from F. Sinclair, we were prepared for
fast times over this lap, and so it
proved. J. Reid, West Kilbride, came
in sight first and passed the winning-
post in 11.16 ; followed by J. McKinven
(Aunchmountain), 11.45; with F.
Sinclair (Wellpark) third, clocking
11.2, which proved to be the [astost
time of the day.

It is impossiblo te mention all the
clubs or competitors who took part in
this race, but to winners and losers
alike I say '‘ Wall done!"” It is not
the result that matiers but the sport.

At the presentation which took place
after tho race, Mr. T. McKay, Presi-
dent of 58.W.D., handed over to West
Kilbride the Btruthers Shield along
with medals to the first three teams:—
Ist, West Kilbride (J. Park, 12.32; T.
Reid, 11.56; G. Houston, 12.2; J.
Reid, 11.16) 47.36: 2nd, Auchmountain
(I. Bownes, 11.51; A. K. McDonald,
1.53; R. G. Smith, 1210; J.
McKinven, 11.45) 47.39; 8rd, Wellpark
(J. Rippingale, 11.53; T. Thompson,
12.0; J. Lobban, 12.47: F. Sinclair,
11-2) 4742; 4th, Kllmarnock, 47.55;
5th, Greenock Glenpark, 48.7; 6, Auch-

mountain, 48.58; 7Tth, Kilbarchan,
50.29.
A word of thanks to Johnstono

Y.M.C.A. Athletie Club, for trail
stewards, and to all District officials
who helped to mako this race a suocess.

EASTERN DISTRICT RELAY

The Eastern District 10 miles cross-
ecountry relay champlonshlp, was held
at Dundes, on Saturday, Tth December,
106,

Drundes Hawkhill H. won by 200 yds.
from Dundee Thistle, Kirkealdy
Y.M.C.A. were third,

Hawkhill also provided the fastest
Individual In W. Robortson, a Hawkhill
Ind not long out of the Army, who has



———

18 THE BCOTS ATHLETE

been improving rapldly and showed
exorllent form.

Here ave the full results:—

1, Dundes Hawkhill {W. Robertson 15.12, D.
Taylor 1654, J. 8 Bmith 15.23, 0. Smith 15.53)
@1 min, 52 sec.; 2, Dunded Thistle (N. Ewan
15,45, C. Robertson 10522, C. Dannett 15,58, P.
Nonnachie 15403, #2 min. 33 sec.: 3. Kirkcaldy

Y.M.CA. (1, Preston 1088, J. Peacock 1007,
W. Duncan 1548, E. Clark 15.31), 82 min. 3
sec.: 4, Edigburgh Bouthern: 5, Rdinburgh
University: 8, Condor “A."

Fastest Individeal times:—
Min. Buee.
1. W. Robertson Hawkhifl ... .. .. 15 12
2. J, Bmart, Edinburgh Bouthern ... 10 10
8 Q. Roboertson, Dundes Thisthe ... ... un 2=

Edinburgh Harriers’ Open Xmas
Handicap

In the East, Edinburgh Harrlers'
well-known Open Christmas Handleap,
postponed doring the war years, was
resnmed once again in the nsoal good
style, on 21st December, 1M, Prizes
were of Christmas fare varlety, quite
up to pre-war standard and as plenti-
ful in number.

The venue this Christmas was from
Dr. Guthrie’s School, Liberton, and in
view of the N.C.01. recent declslon
over novice gtatus, the cross-country
course had to be altered to a road
conrse in its entirety. The rond course
consisted of & doohle circult of two
and n half miles which, of course,
created extra Interest to all the spec
tatora present,

With an entry of close on 50 runners,
drawn from city clubs and  Kirk-
caldy, entrles came near expectation,
although It was nothing near pre-war
pumbers when as many as 145 runners
have “ blazed the trail "' over the old
(lenogle Raths course.

The Lord Provost, Sir John I Fal-
coner, whom we have to thank most
cordially for his attendance and sup-
port. started the runners off in real
good style.

At the half-way stage J. Smart
{Edin. Southern) and second man home
in the recent Natlonal Noviee Cham-
plonship, led the field, with a new
comer to eross-country running In C. J.
Hall (Edin. Southern) at hls shoulders,
followed closely by several others In a
bunéeh.

Ag the runners came Into sight along
the long finishing straight, C. J. Hall
created quite n surprise, ns he was well
in the lead from Smart. Hall, running
strongly to the tape, eventually won by
elght seconds from hls more Tancled
club-mate, Third man homse was J.
Preston (Kirkealdy Y.M.CLAL), about
half-n-minute behind.

Results :—

Min Sec
10 J. Hal (E8H) .2 28 38
2. Bmart(R8H.) —— 20 48
& J. Preston (Kirkealdy

L Y e 29 22

Handicap Resulls:—

Min Sec

1 R, Stark {(EEH) im. 30 8. 26 #1

2 J, Tyrall (Kirkealdy
YTMOA) 2m10s & - 26 B2

A Y. Thom (EEH.) 4m — 2T 15

4 W. R Phin(E.H) Bm — — 27 19

The winner is a néwcoolner to Cross-
eountry running, although, I under-
gtand, he showed good running recently
in one of Edin. Scuthern’s confined
events. Durlpg the past sommer sea-
gon he competed with sucress In several
youths' half-mile events. Halling from
Broxburn, he is being tutored by a very
well-known “ped " famous as a sprin-
ter and half-miler, and one who should
b able to Eeop o very promising youth
on the right road to success.

E. STENHOUSE,
Hon. Secy., Edinburgh Harrlers.
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LAST MONTI'S CHOSS-WORD SOLUTION,

Acrossi—(1} Aeme; {4) Race: (T) Hports-
man; (8 Tdie; (0} Oblt; (100 Adedoyin; {11)
Loge: (13 Bar: (14) Tep Grade; (17) Maln:
(18} Flay:; (1% Ian Fanton; (300 Tete; (21)
Pole,

D=1t Awln; (2} Mole: () Btrong Man;
6) Ambit: (& Entor; (11) Llmit: (12) FPolnt:
i1y Alte: (1) Eyne.
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69 St. VINCENT STREET,
Grascow, C.2.,,
28th February, 1947,
Dear Reader,
It is with regret but out of urgent necessity I write
this personal letter and appeal.

The recent Government Order arising from the fuel
emergency which made it impracticable to publish a February,
1947, edition of The Scots Athlete, though the type had been
set and paged ready for printing, only accentuated the heavy
losses which are incurred in the production of the paper each
month.

Whilst contributors to the magazine, particularly ]J. E.
Farrell (Maryhill Harriers) and Roy Robinson (Shettleston
Harriers) have given enthusiastic service and yielded much of
their leisure time, 1 have made great financial sacrifices all to
maintain and establish The Scots Atllete.

I know the warm appreciation of readers for our magazine
and feel sure that you will agree that it would be a great loss
to our sport if the paper went down just as its influence was
being felt in England as well as in Scotland.

You may not have realised that the paper was produced
at a loss, but now that I have placed the fact before you, you
may feel a desire to share the financial burden till the paper
becomes self-supporting. To this end I am doing all in my
power. Actually, the loszes on the paper, to the present date,
amounts to well over £100.

If, arising from this appeal, the proposed total target (£60)
were reached, the magazine would be guaranteed till over the
summer season. This target figure can be attained if each
enthusiast of the sport were to contribute, say, 2/- or 2/6
to the appeal fund.

I have purposely addressed this letter to you as an
individual rather than to your club, for I have felt that the
response to the appeal should be a measure of the felt worth
of the magazine to each reader.

Perhaps your club will organise the fund among its
members, in which event, if you care, you should support.

Individual contributions should be sent to Mr. George
Pickering, Hon. Secretary, S.W. District, N.C.C.U, 2273
Dumbarton Road, Glasgow, W.4, who has kindly consented
to be convener of the fund.

Another and most useful method of support is to take
out a six-months or yearly subscription for a friend.

If you feel The Scots Athlete is stimulating interest and
developing enthusiasm for our sport in Scotland and elsewhere,
and you would like the work to continue, please help now—
the matter is urgent.

Yours sincerely,

Yl oo
-m@{/.



